
A Dream Deferred 

By Langston Hughes 
 
What happens to a dream deferred? 
 
Does it dry up 
Like a raisin in the sun? 
 
Or fest like a sore— 
And then run? 
 
Does it stink like rotten meat? 
 
Or crust and sugar over— 
Like a syrupy sweet? 
 
Maybe it just sags 
Like a heavy load.  
 
Or does it explode?   

 

 

 

I, Too, Sing America 
By Langston Hughes 
 
I, too, sing America. 
 
I am the darker brother. 
 
They send me to eat in the kitchen 
When company comes,  
But I laugh,  
And eat well,  
And grow strong. 
 
Tomorrow,  
I’ll be at the table 
When company comes. 
 
Noboy’ll dare 
Say to me,  
“Eat in the kitchen, “ 
Then. 
 
Besides,  
They’ll see how beautiful I am 
And be ashamed— 
I, too, am America.

Answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper after reading the poems. Use full and complete 

sentences. Staple both papers together when you are done. 

 

I, Too, Sing America 

1. What do you think Hughes meant by the line “I, too, sing America”? 

2. Who is the “They” to whom Hughes refers? 

3. What does Hughes mean by the metaphor “Tomorrow/I’ll be at the table/ When company comes”? 

4. What does Hughes want his audience to realize with the last line: “I, too, am America”? 

 

A Dream Deferred 

1. What does the word “deferred” mean? Use a dictionary if you need to. 

2. What does Hughes mean by a “dream deferred”? To what dream could he be referring? 

3. What literary device does Hughes use in this poem? Find three (3) examples of figurative language and 

explain the type of figurative language and analyze its usage. 

4. How can a dream “explode”? Explain what you think this line means. 

 

Final Questions 

1. How do these two poems relate to the themes of To Kill a Mockingbird? Explain in full and complete 

sentences. 

2. How do these poems reveal what life was like for African-Americans in the 1920s and 30s? 

3. How do you think Hughes would have reacted to the events surrounding the Tom Robinson case? 


